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P R I N C E 
It seems to me, sir, that you look a little tired.

K I N G
I am tired, when I think of that darn ball. 

The QUEEN re-enters upstage, unseen by the KING 
and PRINCE. Hearing the words about the ball, she 
steps back to eavesdrop on their conversation.

P R I N C E
Oh, that. Well, to tell you the truth, sir, it isn’t a night I’m looking forward 
to. Dancing with all those... candidates.

K I N G
Candidates?

P R I N C E 
Every simpering girl in the Kingdom, each one determined to show that 
she would be the perfect princess for me.

K I N G 
Yes, I know how you feel, my boy. But your mother’s got her heart set on 
this affair. 

P R I N C E
I know.

K I N G 
Uh... Christopher... If you talk to your mother about this, don’t let her 
know how you feel. Tell her that you... that you love the idea of the ball. 
Know what I mean? Make her feel good about it. Now I’ll tell you... 

The QUEEN is touched by the KING’s kind words 
and crosses into the room. She acts surprised to see the 
PRINCE.

Q U E E N
Oh – hello, my dear.

P R I N C E 
Mother. I was just saying how much I’m looking forward to the ball. It 
sounds wonderful.

Q U E E N
(smiling) 

Does it?

P R I N C E 
Yes. I was wondering if I could help with any of the preparations.

BEGIN
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Q U E E N 
Well, yes, dear. Maybe you can. 

She kisses him on the cheek. The PRINCE is pleased 
that his mother is happy. 

P R I N C E
Well... see you later. 

He turns and on his way out of the room, stops, smiles 
and waves goodbye to the KING and QUEEN and 
exits. The QUEEN, not offended by the deceit, but 
touched by it, takes a hanky from her sleeve and dabs 
her nose.

K I N G
Getting a cold?

The QUEEN shakes her head.
Better take something for it. 

She nods.
Don’t want to have a red nose at the ball.

Q U E E N
I’ll be over it by then. 

TRACK 7: CHANGE INTO SCENE 4

She takes his arm and they exit upstage left.

H E R A L D
(over the music)

Hear ye, hear ye, hear ye all!! A royal proclamation! A holiday is hereby 
proclaimed! Let every bank, shop and school be closed. Today is the day of 
the ball.

SCENE 4: THE STEPFAMILY’S HOME

The STEPFAMILY is dressed for the ball. The 
STEPMOTHER’s hat, JOY’s gloves, and PORTIA’s 
wrist corsage are on the table. There is a large pumpkin 
in  the yard, and four MICE huddled in the corner.

S T E P M O T H E R
Cinderella, my hat! 

CINDERELLA hands her the hat.

J O Y
My gloves, Cinderella! 

END


